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From The Pres.
hings down here either this comingTa r e

definitely going to be sure until shortly
g e t t i n g before the meeting date. As a
c o o l e r . result, the October meeting is
I've got going to have to be a “Plan A or
plans to B” type of meeting. Plan A is that
yank the we will have a winter storm
air conditioners out of the spotting course put on by the
windows and have already fired NWS. Plan B is directly off of the
up the furnace once or twice suggestion cards which I have
(thinking about doing it today been passing out the last few
also). meetings. Several members have

Let's talk about the club picnic. the ARRL Video library which
I've tried unsuccessfully to locate we happen to have. I'm not sure
an appropriate spot for the club which one we're going to watch
picnic which is available on the yet (I'm trying to locate what
short notice that I have been people call the “SWR video”),
trying to schedule this on. At this but most likely one related to
point, I feel that the best plan of antennas and/or SWR. I should
action is to actually do a “Club also mention that we've got
Potluck” or similar mid- elections coming up. Besides the
November and have it inside elected positions (President, Vice
where it is warm. This gives us President, Secretary, Treasurer,
time to plan it in October, and Newsletter Editor), we also
announce it at the November club need to be thinking about the
meeting and do suitable publicity Ham of the Year award and who
to the club. to suggest to the committee for

Onto our club meeting schedule. I think that's all for now.
I have talked to the National 73's
Weather Service (NWS) in great Forrest
falls about doing the “winter AC7DE
storm spotting class”. They are

willing to do this, but are short
staffed. They figure they can get

meeting or in October, but aren't

wanted to see select portions of

that award.

October
MEETING

Monday
October 6th

Salvation Army
Church

1905 Henderson
7:00 PM
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Tres.:Dan Stinson, KC7KKH
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K7JM

Training: John Geach, KS7R

Technical: Don Heide, W7MRI

Volunteer Exam Team Leader:
John Geach, KS7R
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From The Editor
chool is back in session.  Life is getting back emergencySto normal (what ever

that is.)  And its the with 100% reimbursed
perfect time to start tuition via a
getting into your indoor grant from the
ham radio projects that Corporation for National
have been waiting all and Community Service
summer for your (CNCS). ARRL provides grant-funded tuition
attention.  I have started reimbursement for US Amateur Radio operators
to take on my project for that satisfactorily complete each of  ARRL's three
the season.  You can read about it in this months Certification and Continuing Education courses.
W7TCK News.  How about you?  Are you missing The second year of reimbursement can cover the
that wonderful aroma of burning solder?  If that tuition expense of almost 1700 amateurs looking
thought is foreign to you, you must definitely take to take the Level 1 ARECC course. 
on a pleasurable project that will ‘burn’ the
memory in your brain so that in the years to come, In 2002, ARRL proposed to CNCS that the League
this olfactory response will bring back a wonderful could greatly expand its emergency
memory of your past.  If I have lost you, I’m sorry, communication training program with grant
you need to delve deeper into this wonderful funding. The training is supported by a three-year,
hobby of Ham Radio.  With so many facets, create $540,000  grant from CNCS. The League was
for yourself some wonderful memories that you among several dozen nonprofit organizations
will be able to look back upon with warmth and designated to receive some $10.3 million in federal
satisfaction.  In fact, as I write this newsletter, I am money to boost homeland defense volunteer
fascinated at the ease at which I am watching Bill - programs. Through August 2003--the end of the
K7MT on my APRS map as he drives around first year of the grant--2254 emergency
town.  You are at Wal-Mart right now Bill. HI communication volunteers started the Level I

If you would like anything you have for sale or 1699 completed the training, a 75.4% completion
need an item to appear in the W7TCK News, rate. 
please have it to me two weeks before the
beginning of the month.  I am always glad to get "A good number of people have told us that
articles or ideas for articles to fill up the pages. without the grant, they would not have participated
Thanks for all your support and may God Bless in the training," said ARRL Emergency
you this month. Communications Course Manager Dan Miller,

John K7JM - Editor was intended to do: provide a larger group of

ARES News
rant Renewed for ARRL EmergencyGCommunication Courses 

Hams across the US will
continue to receive

communications training

course through the grant-funded program, and

K3UFG. "The CNCS grant is doing exactly what it

trained emergency communications people able to
support a number of official agencies in a time of
need." 

The first level course, "Introduction to Amateur
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My First QSL- 1973

 Radio Emergency Communication", is a basic
Amateur Radio Emergency Communication course
(ARECC) to raise awareness and provide practical t all started in 1973.  A Jr. High school elective. 
knowledge for amateur emergency communication
volunteers. It includes basic message handling, thought it would be a good idea for me to get into
equipment and use, the incident command something too, so I was gently pushed into it.  My
structure, and operations and logistics, among brother was in the 7th grade and I was in the 8th. 
other topics. This course has 20 lesson units and A Ham Radio class to obtain the Novice License. 
takes about 25 hours to complete over an 8-week Little did I know how this small decision would
period; there are also intermediate and advanced affect my life.
courses available for further study and training.
Continuing education units are also available. I was familiar with the teacher.  She substituted at

I would encourage all amateur radio operators Joyce patiently taught us the code and theory
interested in community service to at least necessary for the Novice License.  I was
consider taking the Level I course. Register and immediately drawn into it and really enjoyed it. 
pay your tuition fee up front, then take the course Lee - WA7OBH gave us the exam.  Four of us
on-line. Shortly after satisfactorily completing the passed.  Mark - WN7VXK, Tom - WN7VXL,
course, you will receive a Certificate of myself John - WN7VXM, and Joe - WN7VXN.
Completion, an ID card, and a check refunding
your tuition. Can't get much better than that. 

I would be happy to discuss the courses with any
of you. Please contact me if I can be of help. 
73.. Bob K7HLN

Upcoming Events
lease note the following upcoming events.PMark your calendar. 

October 11, 10:00 a.m. - Bozeman Hamfest 
Table information:  peterdg@theglobal.net          
(Tables will be $10 each) 
Testing:  n7odn@arrl.net We were all very active in the Butte Amateur
General info: nandon@mcn.net Radio Club and were soon referred to as the “Rug

Wanted
anted: 10K Ohm 10 Watt resistor.  I don’tWwant to order a 65 cent part that will cost

$6.50 in postage.  Please, contact John K7JM if many many hours of his life into me.  We was an
you have one (or something similar) of these in avid QRPer and loved to “Homebrew” his stuff. 
your junk box. E-mail:  jdmcdougall@juno.com He instilled these traits into me has he taught me
Phone: 406-227-6771 the things of Ham Radio.  “They” say that a person

A Return To My Roots - Part 1

IMy brother enrolled in the class and my parents

the school a few times.  She was Joyce - K7RRS. 

Rats.”  This was LONG before those miserable
disrespectful cartoon characters.  We were on our
way to become what Hams are “supposed to be.”

My Elmer was Frank - WA7QZD.  He poured
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WN7VXM’s first rig- and LOTS
of paint!

My Patient Elmer: Frank-WA7QZD

The bottom of my rig and LOTS of bad solder
joints.

Two crystals for 7.135.  My Elmer’s and mine!

really learns the most he or she needs in the first ground to the same frequency.  My Elmer and me!
couple of years in life.  I say that it is kind of the
same with Ham Radio.  Frank taught me to love Over the years, I have never gotten rid of that ole’
this “hobby” and enjoy it with gusto. homebrew transmitter.  I modified it a few times,

Ahhh, the smell of burning solder.  I have never ago?) I noticed
touched a soldering iron before and through much that one part
patience Frank taught me the “Art of Soldering.” became
Frank found a schematic of an easy one tube “unsoldered.” 
crystal transmitter that would be a great Further
beginner’s project.  With the power supply, it is examination this
actually three tubes.  I had no idea what I was last week-end
doing, but step by step Frank led me through the showed me that
process.  I don’t remember if the transmitter MOST of my
worked the first time, but I remember the great solder joint were
QSO’s I’ve had using that crystal transmitter with loose.  My
my ONE “hand-ground” crystal on 7.135 MHz. 
Yes, hand-ground.  He had one and I had one, both

painted it up real pretty, and hauled it around for
30 years.  The urge to turn that transmitter on has
haunted me for a couple of years now.  I have been
missing a cable that connects the power supply to
the transmitter.  It uses an octal plug and octal
socket.  I finally found one of each at the Glacier-
Waterton Hamfest this year.

Finally, this last week-end, I began my travel back
to the past and re-discover my roots in Ham Radio. 
I dug out that octal plug and socket, and I wired up
a new cable.  I dug out my old radio and began the

adventure.  A
while back (a
couple of years

goodness, how did it ever work?  My poor Elmer! 
I didn’t realize what an awful solderer I was!  And
added to that, solder joints just seem to
disintegrate with time.  After MUCH visual
examination, I re-soldered most of the parts in the
transmitter.  That old smell of solder came back to
me.  Solder smelled differently back then than it
does now.  I was transported to the past for a few
moments.  I also notice that the plates on PLATE
variable capacitor were rubbing together.  The
capacitor was mounted to the front panel with two
screws, and then the front panel was painted with
about 15 coats of spray paint.  I guess I didn’t want
the paint to fall off.  After carefully cutting the
paint around the screws, I removed the capacitor
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and discovered the bent plate.  I repaired the
capacitor and re-mounted it in the rig.  I was
pleased with this since I didn’t want to send for a
new capacitor from Ocean State Electronics for a
simple “broadcast” capacitor of which I’m sure I
threw several out during the years.

“I think I am all set now,” I tell myself.  I connect
the power supply to the transmitter with my newly
made cable.  I am as nervous as when I made my
first contact.  It’s like going back into time to the
carefree days of my youth.  Sweat is beading up on
my brow.  I carefully plug the power cord into the
110 v outlet, and very carefully and cautiously flip
the “power” switch.

(Continued Next Month) John - K7JM

Thanks from the Red Cross
 want to share the handwritten note I recentlyI received with all of you:

 
09-11-03
 
Dear Bob & Crew:
On behalf of all of us at the Red Cross, a sincere
and heartfelt thank-you for your outstanding
support during the Lincoln Fires!
 
(signed) 
Roger Stone
Executive Director
 
This is one of the things that make volunteer
service worthwhile. It makes me feel good about
what we do., I hope all of you that were involved
feel that way as well!
 
73 Bob K7HLN

From Our Section Manager
onthly Summary for August 2003M

BPL is a threat to our use of HF radio all over the Country. 
Should it become  part of the landscape, we will see
increased noise and interference rendering our HF and low
VHF bands useless.  Sure, we'll still have the allocations, but
the noise level will preclude use of those bands.  And, keep
in mind that interference complaints could become a real
problem.  Imagine the phone call you may receive from
some neighber because Johnny can't connect to the Internet
when you're on the radio?  Sound like fun?

Unregulated "Part 15" devices are already creating havoc in
our 2.4 ghz band and are out of control.  High power
amplifiers and illegal interference are already a problem in
our Satellite downlink slots on that band.  Think these
Wireless providers care much about who they interfere with? 
Think again.

Want to help in the BPL fight?  Support the League's
anti-BPL campaign with dollars and letters to your elected
representatives.  BPL will change our hobby forever and
once established will present a nightmare that may or may
not be dealt with by FCC.  Sheer weight of numbers may
preclude solution once this mode of communications has
become established.  Do your part, do it now.

73

Doug, K7YD
SM, MT



6 W7TCK NEWS OCTOBER 2003

All expressions of opinions and all statements
of supposed facts are published on the authority
of the author and are not to be regarded as
expressing the view of CCARC

The W7TCK Newsletter is published by the
Capital City Amateur Radio Club.
P.O. Box 1112 . You know the Latitude and Longitude of your
Helena, MT 59634

CCARC Web Page: 2. You ask for a Bird 43 for a Father’s day gift.
http:www.w7tck.org
Editors E-Mail: jdmcdougall@juno.com 3. You receive a Bird 43 for a Father’s day gift

CCARC Regular meetings are at 7:00 PM on the first non-
holiday Monday of each month at the Salvation Army
Church 1905 Henderson.

The CCARC Volunteer Exam Team conducts sessions at
6:30 PM in Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sep, Nov, and at special
times as announced.

W7MRI Repeater : 147.82 (- offset)

Net every Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. local
time on the 147.82 (- offset)

You Might Be A Ham If...........

1home QTH

4. You calculate the HAAT for your new QTH
before you sign the loan papers

5. You teenager refuses to ride in your car because
it looks like a porcupine

6. You ever had the same roll of coax up at 3
different locations

7. You wear a watch that displays time in a 24-
hour format
(to be continued)

Return Address: Newsletter Editor
Capital City Amateur Radio Club
3841 Gradestake St.
East Helena, MT 59635

e-mail: jdmcdougall@juno.com

Biscuits and Gravy

Come to Hardee’s on Saturday.  Every
Saturday morning between 9:30 and 11:00, as

many as twenty hams show up for 
“EYEBALL QSOS.

COME JOIN THE FUN!

First Class Mail


