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From The Pres.
efore we get into wants to operate hasBwhat is coming up

during the next month, so.  This is a great
I'd like to take a minute time for everyone -
and thank everyone who regardless of license
was involved in helping class - to have an
with radio communications for opportunity to gain some HF
the Governor's Cup.  I understand operating experience.
a full report on our participation  
will be included in this After Field Day, we have our
newsletter, so I won't go into normally scheduled club meeting
details, but I will say that I feel on July 7th. We will of course be VE Exams
that we did the best job ever. having a recap of the governor's
Again, thanks to all. cup, plus we will be discussing
 dates and location the Club
The next event we have coming Picnic to be held sometime in
up is Field Day, which is this August.  The program for the
coming Saturday and Sunday, meeting is still up in the air, but I
June 28th and 29th.  The club's have several options I am
operation will be at the Salvation working on.
Army Church off of Henderson. 
 We are still working out all of
the details, but we will have a
small net Friday night at 1930
(7:30 p.m.) to finalize the
schedule and any details which
aren't handled by then.  On
Saturday, we will start setting up
at approximately 0900 and will
start operation at 1200.  We will
be able to continue operation
until 1200 on Sunday, or when
we run out of operators,
whichever comes first.
 

Our intention is to
ensure everyone who

an opportunity to do

 (See PRES. Page 2)

JULY MEETING
Monday
July 7

Salvation Army
Church

1905 Henderson
7:00 PM

_________________________

6:30 Sharp

Board of Directors
Pres: Forrest Christian, AC7DE

Vice Pres: John Curry, K7EBL

Sec.: Rich Weddle, KC7VVZ

Tres.:Dan Stinson, KC7KKH

News Editor: John McDougall,
K7JM

Training: John Geach, KS7R

Technical: Don Heide, W7MRI

Volunteer Exam Team Leader:
John Geach, KS7R
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(PRES. Cont. from page 1)
There is one more main event happening in July, and that is
the Glacier-Waterton Hamfest.   You can find details about
this event elsewhere in this newsletter, but I wanted to add
my two cents about this event.  I've been to the Hamfest
three times now, and I can honestly say I've enjoyed it each
time.   The location is in what I consider one of the most
beautiful parts of the state, if not in the world.  There are lots
of fun activities for the whole family.  And you get to meet
new and old ham radio friends from around the state and
around the world.  This is one of those few events which in
my opinion shouldn't be missed. 
 
As always, email with comments or questions or suggestions
is always welcome at pres@w7tck.org.
 
73's
Forrest AC7DE

 

From The Editor
ummer is upon us.  The Governor’s Cup isSnow history.  Read

the success stories in this
month’s W7TCK News.  
A new month is now upon
us.  I hope you have taken
the advice from myself
and others that it is time
to get out and do some of
those fun outdoor projects and activities.  My main
activity for July is the Waterton-Glacier Hamfest. 
Please, see the contact info found later in the
newsletter.  I strongly encourage you to come up to
this “official” Montana State Convention.  I
guarantee lots of good “Tail-gate Junque”,
activities, Ham fellowship, dealer goodies, and
seminars.  So, pack your bags and your rig.  You
will be in for a great time.  See you at Waterton-
Galcier!  Also, as Independence Day draws near,
celebrate safely, and remember those that
sacrificed so much to make our country
independent and free.  Freedom is not free!  God
bless you all!
John K7JM-Editor

ARES News
he Governor's Cup is over for 2003!TCongratulations and a hearty "well done" to

all of the ham radio
operators who assisted
with the event. Thirty
seven hams helped with
the event. That is the
largest number of hams
helping in the 30 year
history of the event.
Several others were
runner or walker participants. Race organizers
were again lavish in their praise of our efforts. To
top it all off, we were featured in a front page story
in the Helena Independent Record. 
But wait 'til next year! We are already talking
about some things needed to further fine tune what
we are already doing. Admittedly, they are minor
in scope, but will help us do an even better job.

An thing that improved operations this year was
moving the MCU across Park Street at the Finish
Line. It was easier to work with race officials and
medical staff from the location on the west side of
the street. We were out of the main pedestrian
traffic flow, so we had no one asking us to find
Uncle Charlie or to "please locate runner number
whatever." 

Field day will have come and gone by the time this
newsletter is being read. Here's hoping we have a
fun weekend and lots of good DX. There are other
fun events for ham operators to take part in
throughout the summer. The Glacier-Waterton
Hamfest will be July 18-20. Try to make it, if you
can. There will be swap meets and other ham radio
events throughout our part of the country, try to
take in one or two if you can. The main thing is to
have fun and enjoy our great hobby!
 
73.. Bob K7HLN
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 Governor's Cup
Watchdogs
By EVE BYRON, IR Staff Writer
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Upcoming Events
lease note the following upcoming events.PMark your calendar. 

July 18-20: Glaciar-Waterton Hamfest, Three
Forks Campground, west of Browning, MT
East Glacier, MT
http://www.gwhamfest.org
Contact: Beverly Nord, WB7UOJ
4706 152nd Street SW Lynnwood, WA 98037
Phone: 425-745-5351 Email: bevnord@aol.com

Aug 9, 2003 Hellgate ARC
http://riversdreams.com/k7vk/
Contact: Lewis Ball, AC7UZ
6900 Butler Creek Missoula, MT 59808
Location: Greenough Park
Phone: 406-549-1450  Email: ac7uz@blackfoot.net

Sept. 6: Elkhorn Mountain Runs, Clancy, MT
information: http://www.elkhorn100.com

Hams respond to ELT signal
ams respond to ELT signal on
121.500 MHZ !!

I heard an aircraft report to the Helena approach
that they briefly heard an  ELT (Emergency
Locator Transponder) on approach into the Helena
airport, but could not pick it up again as they
neared the airport. The tower said that they could
not hear the signal at all. I then turned on my
mobile radio and could hear the ELT very
distinctly as it is a very different sound. I checked
on my other mobile and could also hear it, so I
went down and could hear it on the base radio. In
turning the beams, I could hear it weakly in the
270-280 degrees from my QTH, and stronger in
the 90-100 degree heading.  

 I then grabbed equipment on my emergency list
and headed towards the Causeway and Lakeside,
while making several calls on the repeater.
Dwayne K7SYO answered and then Bob K7HLN
reported that he could not hear any signal on top of
McDonald Pass, where he was having fun in the
6m contest. By this time I had crossed the
Causeway and the signal was much stronger than it
had been with a hill to the East of me. Upon going
to Lakeside, I could not hear the signal at all, and
came back via the York Road. Upon topping the
hill, I could again hear a faint signal. Bill K7MT
answered my call and then checked the frequency
and got a faint signal from the direction of
Marysville.

I headed back towards Lincoln Road and
proceeded west. Upon leaving the valley on
Lincoln Road while talking to K7MT and Dan
K7SHM of L&C Search and Rescue on Tom
WR7AGT's UHF repeater, the signal started to
come up to the point that I was getting a reading
on the S meter. As I proceeded towards Silver City
the reading continued to become stronger, and as I
approached the Silver City Bar, I could see the
shape of an airplane in the ditch on Birdseye Road. 
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Photo by W7MRI Don Heide

As I pulled up to
the airplane there
was nobody around
the aircraft. There
was a gentleman
sitting on the porch
of a nearby house,
and I asked if this
had been reported.
I was told that it
had been reported
to the insurance
company and his
lawyer, and a
message left with the FAA answering machine and
he was he pilot. K7MT had already called the
sheriff dispatch and reported the aircraft had been
found. I asked the pilot if he knew the ELT had
gone off and that there was a search underway by
the CAP and amateur radio because of it. He did
not, but was very cooperative in finding the ELT
and turning it off. The first Sheriff's Deputy and a
Forest Service officer then arrived on the scene
and took over.  

After answering questions on how I found it, I was
asked to wait until the Under sheriff and FAA
arrived incase they had more questions. After
talking to the Undersheriff, I was released and
headed home.

 Don W7MRI

Note on the ELT signal . I was unable to hear the
ELT on FM and switched to AM. I immediately
picked up the signal at about 295 degrees. Like
Don (W7MRI) I got a stronger DF signal to the
East about 80 degrees. Don and I both agreed it
was reflection but noted the bearings. Lesson
learned is that a FM receiver is good only in close
proximity and AM works a lot better for those
weak ELT's.

Bill K7MT

From Our Section
Manager

ield Day this month!  Hope to hearFas many MT stations on the air as
possible.
 
Briefly regarding the role of Official
Observers, remember, a notice from an
OO is a friendly reminder, not a ticket
from FCC.  Please take
it in the spirit it is intended.
 
Patrick Friend, W7VL has accepted the

PIC slot for MT.  He looks forward to meeting and
working with our clubs and individual ops to assist
us in putting the best foot forward to our public
customer and the media. Welcome to Pat and
thanks.
 
The new 60 Meter freqs will be available July 3
for our use.  Keep in mind that the stated channel
frequencies are "center of intelligence" points,
so your "dial freq" should be 1.5 khz lower than
the stated channel freq. Also, remember that the
power output on these new slots is 50 watts PEP.
The slots are for Upper Sideband only, no AM or
CW.  Frequency tolerance is also an issue.  If your
rig is "drifty", it may not be suitable for operation
in that area.  I'm sure there will be an active
monitoring effort as we begin operation on 60
meters, so let's put our best attitude forward.  The
new channel freqs are: 5332, 5348, 5368, 5373 and
5405, with the last channel being shared with UK
amateurs.
 
73
 Doug, K7YD

                          th

                                of 
                                                                   uly
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All expressions of opinions and all statements of
supposed facts are published on the authority of the
author and are not to be regarded as expressing the view
of CCARC

The W7TCK Newsletter is published by the
Capital City Amateur Radio Club.
P.O. Box 1112
Helena, MT 59634

CCARC Web Page: no radials. Must be used
http:www.w7tck.org with a tuner and 100 feet of
Editors E-Mail: jdmcdougall@juno.com quality coax. $90

CCARC Regular meetings are at 7:00 PM on the Coleman Ultimite portable generator. 1100 watts,
first non-holiday Monday of each month at the 120/240 volts AC; 12 and 24 volts DC for battery
Salvation Army Church 1905 Henderson. charging. Weighs 23 pounds, uses regular gas.

The CCARC Volunteer Exam Team conducts
sessions at 6:30 PM in Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sep, PB-1 Baluns, 1:1 ratio, 3-35 MHz, handle 2000
Nov, and at special times as announced. watts PEP. Have two of them. $15 each

W7MRI Repeater : 147.82 (- offset) Larsen 2 meter ground plane base station antenna,

Net every Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. local
time on the 147.82 (- offset)

For Sale
nttron 8010 HF baseA antenna. Breaks down

into three 6’ pieces. Needs

Has been run 2.5 hours. $350

with mounting hardware, $70
Contact Bob K7HLN

Return Address: Newsletter Editor
3841 Gradestake St.
East Helena, MT 59635

e-mail: jdmcdougall@juno.com

Biscuits and Gravy

Come to Hardee’s on Saturday.  Every
Saturday morning between 9:30 and 11:00, as

many as twenty hams show up for 
“EYEBALL QSOS.

COME JOIN THE FUN!

First Class Mail


